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6 The 4:CTS of the 


the Current Parliament, dated the 7th of Zaxe oh, _ and Dir FeLIONS | 
giveri'by the Tate General Meeting of the Mini «aan 

This Ctiurch : And after Prayer, there was pr = 

an Noble Lord fob» Lord. Cormicheel,rahei Majeſties 7 the, by 
for his being their Majeſties Commiſſioner and Repreſenta- 
tive to this General Aſſembly, dated at Kenſingroun, the 10th day of 
Oftober =_ hich wag'with all on revert 


” ne; Sas 
bri Cqrnin r far" che” tinge, 

fr” Be og eo 4 Fore r&xe..how greit iy: 
was -to this t their Majeſties had coun- 
-tenanced this br an with gromel Authority; and honoured ir 
with a Repreſentative of their Royal Pefons: And the Aſſemblies 
your rpm with their Majclties choice of a Perſon ſo 
well q wn 

their ! 


this retuen. * , *his"firm 4 itfoll. "ir t 7 
wherein their Majeſties had now y put þ ies to la wo out himſelf Pry 
their Majeſties Service, ant the good urch. The AC 


ſembly —— the ſaid rypenk coy to ny recorded in their 
Bools, fd Jaco #6 Mopipiantcy Thet Tenoht mhiriet )fol- 


lows. 
Mi Gti -N 


(C3 MUDS & MARY 1- 


canis, Francia 8 Fibionie; Rex: 'F 
fenſores, Omnibus probis omnibus ad quos 


2) un 2ntglION'' 


Da fobliend kacehee Regiine 
tiz Regno; Primum. Eccleltg.1 


dinburg;, Tertio die Jovis, Menf1s 


a Nos. au EDU, : 
In $0 Comin at rpm ee 
em Generalis Canventus, :2d 
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Literz Noſtrz pervenerint, | Saleem Qundoquidem p r r acum, 
in. feeunda Seflione Correntis haj zjusn 
'noftto , ro 


xs Inflr VEOrury,, : E- 
'Offebris ge oy TRELs Ordi- 


General Aﬀentbly:at. EI 1.690. + $ 
obeundum 6: excerendum, . uſque e eſt adaptatus: Noveritis 


1gitur nos Nominaſfle 8 Conftiruiſls, ICuti Fen nf noſtras Paten- 
tes Liceras,, Norminamis & Conte 


num Carmichael, S remum naſt 


| & Runs £40 I v9 Gur 
0 "{ yi 4 libere; | io F 
Jam quilive Eng gr 
eg Ser ns ; 


racteris, fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore re 
atque adeo ficuti Noſmet ipfi perſonaliter preſentes _— 
Pleniflimam 8 anoilat Noſtram Proteſtatem 8& Commiſho- 
nem. _— uidem omnia &.{1ngula, a ditg foarne Domino Car- 
michael, 1n hac noftra- Commiſſione — legitinie fa- 
cienda,. "Nos firmicer a probamus, Rata habemus, &. habicuri . 
ſumus. Omnibus 8 - Infliper - antedlicui. $,-.&. 
Eccleſiz Paſtoribus & Presbyteris, ac Czteris quibu cumque huj jus- 


Noſtri 4: Subditis; | .cajulcunque ordipis Me ur 


CE oe Peace 
at, 
am Lead ng die quo Magaum hojus Regni Notts Si. 
oillum, Praſentibus MY appenſiam, ac durante Prima di Genera-- 
15s Conventus Seſlione, aut uſe donec hxc Noſtra Commitho per - 
nos Revocetur, .Continuare Declaravimus, ac per Preſentes De- 
Crane. In cujusr i Preſeatibus Magnum Sigil- 
lyum- Noſtrum Mandavimus, | apud Aulam Noſtram de- 
Kenſungtaun, «ba >. die mens Offabris, Ano Domini 1692... 

Regnique noſtri, Anno ſecundo. . 
Per (ignararary mane 5. D: N. Regis ſupra Signatarn. - 

(locus ſigilli appenſs) 


IN: DOR $O0:: 
| Szaled at Edinburgh the - Written to the Great Seal, and Re- 


16th of October 1690. giſtrat the 16th day of Oftober- 
Alex, Ingls,. 1690. Dun, Ronald Dye. = 
His 


2 The ACTS of the 


Il. His MAJESTY'S Gracions Letter to the 
SS 
Edinburgh 17 October 1 6go. 4ite Meridiem. Seſl. 2. 


This Seſſion, His Majeſty's Gracious Letter Dire& to-this Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, was publickly Read and Heard witli great reſpe&; 
and appointed to be Recorded in the'Books of the” Aﬀembly : 'The 
Tenour whereof follows. 3” OED = | 


- 


-WiLL1a MR. op AER TORO 5 ” 
Reverend, Truſty and Well-Belovel, 


\ UL R Concern for the Good of Our Ancient Kingdom, 

hach been ſach, That We have left-nothing undone that 

- might contribute to'the making of: it happy*-- And'there- 
fore having been informed, 'thac Differences as to'the Government 
of the Church, have cauſed' greateſt Confuſjons im that Nation; 
We did willingly concur with -our Parliament, 'in EnaRing ſuch 
a Frame of it, as was judged to be moſt agreeable to the Inclinati- 
ons of Our good Subje&ts: To which-as We have had a particnlar 
Regard, in countenancing this Afembly,'.wich Our Authority, 
and a Repreſentative of Our Royal Perfon : So We expect, that 
your Management ſhall be ſuch, as We ſhall haveno reaſon to re- 

'  pentiof what We have done. A calm and peaceable Procedure, 
will be no leſs pleaſing to Us, than it becometh you. We never 
could be of the Mind, that Violence was ſuited to the advancing 
of true Religion: Nor do We intend, that Our Authority ſhall 
ever be a Tool, to the irregular Paſſions of any Party. Modera- 
tion is what Religion enjoins, Neighbouring Churches expect from 
you, and We recommend to you. And Weaflure you of Our 
conſtant Favour and Protection in. your following of-theſe Me- 
thods, which thall be for - the real Advantage of True: Piery, 


ind 


General Aſſembly at Edinburgh, 1690. © 


the Peace -of i Our Kingdom.. Given under Our; Royal 
2900 HEE 4 ure at oy the 10th. Day of ' O#e-; 


bery, 1699, MO 1 


LO ones oa diaſt,! By Hu Majeſty's Crmmind) - 
ig Dires, | | MEL VILL. 
For the Reverend, Trufty and Well- 
- Beloved, Miuiſters and Elders, 
- met in the" Gtmeral A embly of the 


VE burch of eng rr 


SL SLES, 
F- f ; 4 


10, The Andy; Anſwer to He _— $ Gracious 
0. JE Letter. | 


| Blioburgh 184h, Oladhet 1690, Poſt Meridiem. Seſl. 4. 


| "12tiy it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
_ Fl Our Graciqus Letter, direct WE to they Miniters and 
he Gon and. 


d Elders 
Joy d Than ; that. the LH ons and Us, wi oof 
fe 


Ro ns this long afflicted and "Sining apts of 
dy nlp: For as Your Majgly's. Cone Concern for the 
fo ig Wee! GON hapy y. —_ [here Yo have 
0 Ir. 0;:You 
2 ed it, ſave the Ang, of the due ſenſe and underſta 
Gs 


of. reat Ercy.;.So,,We..do-moſt 
55 (4 ah Your M Najely' Care and BO SLY, SCENO 
ein, - d ually partake of. the ſame < Chareh Ic 
Was. the {ad Cato? that differences as to the Government 
fy WH, had cauſed in this Nation, that according. _ 
eg Vale YA, firſt :Declar; ſagem, for: (26 .,Mmoved.. ou 


fo raiſe up and, proſper our Gloti- 
Meer for eau Jer ST ok that we now 


jy: ; Sg that” we are perſy fraded har it i$. not more agrecable 
to 


S & py Bhs 


ro no) + The ACTS of the”. 


to the Inclihations'an& conſcientious Perſwaſions of - all - wichi 
this Kingdom, who are! beſt affected to: Your Majeſty's Per- 
ſon and Government, than it 1s acceptable to God, and will be 
Your Majeſty's perpetual Peace and Satisfation. Nor are we 
le(s 'ſerfible of the particular Regard Your Majeſty rofeſſeth 
towards. us -on this occaſion, in countenancing this Aſſembly 
with Your Authority, and a Repreſentative, of Your Royal 

Perſon ; for which we moſt humbly acknowhedg Your Graci- 
ous Favour ; eſpecially that it hath pleaſed Your:!Majefty: 10 
fx Your Choice upon a Perſon ſo well qualified, and fo ac- 
ceptable to Us. And now, Great Sir, after ſo many and. fo 
great Mercies and Favours, received from God and Your Ma-- 
jeſty, we hope we may with Confidence aſſure You, that our- 
Management ſhall be ſuch as Your Majeſty hath ſo juſt reaſon 
to expects; and ſhalt never; Ive You cawſe'to; repent of what 
You have done for us. The , God of Love, the Prince of 
Peace, with all the Providences that have gone over us, and: 
Circumſtances that we are under, as well. as Your Majeſty's- 
moſt obliging Meafare,' require of us 2 cali and peaceable Pro- 
cedure. And if after the Violence for Conſcience ſake, that 
we have ſuffered, and ſo much ceded, and thee guns 

Drovgh 


Abulcs of Aucho ority in the late oy Pieredy. 6 ereby 
eg Os, . we have "Ta y. finate 
1 >" Errors, we Toh 


Appemner, "tha © we tha Any: On” YA 
ajeſby' recommends, a s' being. coprinced that is 'Þ- 7] 
chav ReHigion enjotns, 263 Nerghbouring Churches dg 
expat ſrom-ug :: Defiri bi of Tels Oe QVE- Ou 
God,” (as 'the true- | t, Who, 
zealous. againft all Corr ines it _anich, oft. 
tle rowirdsthe- Perſons. of Men :- And mall 

in'1882)ieh, -Peace hd Concorg: Corith 2] ihe Re = Song ES: | 


C:. 


ade 


General Aſſes bly a Ediaburgh , 1690. 33 
__ to- —_——_—_— in all obſequious __ with all that wa ers 


Pi 
Per eof all Your Kingdoms: hear Srtily wiſhing Oape' re 4 0k A wal hath 


graciouſly brought back Your Mielies —_ in Safety, from 
Your late, no leſs generous than dangerous, Expedition, for his 


Cauſe and Truth, with joyful Joes may. ſti eve Your 
Majeſty, and our "moſt gracious Queen; granting long Life, 
Health and Proſperity 3 Fa may eſtabliſh Your Throne, and bleſs 
Glor Viola of of HG W Name, the 


Your Government. ne; 


2ll bis-Churches Your Hoe: 
ſhall ever x bebe orhe cork Prayersf, | 
| Hopi pleſe Tar Mejly, 
: Yowr Majefties mojt Faithful, 
% mf Obediem ff, 
andere bumble Sages, 


Signed in! onr Preſence, in our Name, and at our Appoint- 
WoPry by 
IV.KE NNEDIE Moderator. 


— 


—_ C—— —__ Or CT  IEE— I” VO I II kth. Me. AM EO bt Me. At "IE CI _—_— CI 


IV. pom of Vs Nt to. en _ by the me 
y | 
Radem. $eſſibe. 


\HE General Aſſembly appoints Monday next, beinine 
eight and twelvea Clock m the Forenoon, to be ſer apart 


| for Prayer, -by the Members of this Aſſembly : - And re- 
commit to all the Members, to meet in the Aſſerbly-Houſe for 
that End, ateight a Clock in the Moraing. 


2x 
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12 - The ACTS of the 


V. The Proceedings of the Aſſembly, anent My, Thomas 
{208 Lining; and- others. and viIuOibs; 


Edinburgh, 2 5th Oltober, 1 690. Ante Meridiem. Seſl. 9. 


T HE General Aſſembly taving received a Report from the 


Committee of Overtures, anent two Papers given in to 

the aid Committee, andſubſcribed by Mr. Thomas Lining, 
Mr. Alexander Shields, and Mr. william Boyd, who had followed 
ſome Courſes contrary to the Order of this Church ; whereby, 
« The ſaid Committee out-of their ardent Deſire of Union in the 
« Church, recommend to the Aflembly the reading of the ſhorter 
« of theſe two Papers in which the fore-named Perſons oblige 
< themſelves, after the exhibiting of che larger Paper (which they 
<« offer, as they profeſs, for the Exoneration of their Conſci- 
« ences) and laying it dowa at the Aſſemblies Feet, to be diſpoſed 
© upon asthe Aſſembly ſhould think fit : That they ſhall inall re- 
«* quired Submiſſion, ſubject themſelves, their Lives and Doctrine, 
* to the Cognizance of the reſpective Judicatories of this Church, 
« andequally to oppoſe -Schiſm -and Defefion, in any Capacity 
* that they ſhould be capable of. Bur the ſaid Committee judgeth 
& the reading of the larger of-the ſaid rwo. Papers, -in full Aſſem- 
« bly, to beinconvenient : In regard, That though there be ſeve- 
yr ral robd things in it, yet the ſame doth alſo contain ſeveral pe- 
«© remptory and groſs Miſtakes, unſeaſonable and impracticable 


« Propoſals, and uncharitable -and injurious Reflections, tending 


« rather to kindle Contentions, than to compole Diviſions : Ne- 
« yertheleſs the ſaid Commirtee gives .1t as their Opinion, That 
« the foreſaid Offer of the above-named Perſons their Subjection 
« and Obedience to the Authority of this Church, in her reſpe- 
& -Give Judicatories, 'contained in the ſaid ſhorter Paper, ' ſhould be 
« entercained and accepted of by the Aflembly, and they received 
« jinto Communion with this Church; according to their ſeveral 
« Capacities. | Y | 
Likeas the above-named Perſons having compeared in Preſence 
of the Aſſembly, and judicially owned and adhered unto their faid 
ſhorter Paper : And the Aſſembly having heard the mag 
| eport 


ORE ORIG 


COPE EOREOT Eons, »& 7 
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General Aſſembly at Edinburgh, 1 690: 23 


. Report of: the Committee of Overtutes concerning both- the ſhids 


Papers, as alſo the ſaid ſhorter Paper read in'their Preſence :.' The. 
General Aſſembly, after mature Deliberation, did unanimouſly, and 
without a contrary Vote, approve the above-written Report and 
Opinion of the Committee of Overtures, in the hail Heads there- 
of. Which being intimate to the fore-named Perſons, they ac- 
quieſced thereto, Upon all which the following A& was made. 


ACT anent Mr. Thomas Lining and others. 


Hereas Mr. Thomas Lining, Mr. Alexander Shields, and Mr. 

V V. iliam Bod, have preſented to this Aſſembly mae nj ; 
One containing the aefioas of their Purpoſe and Promile;; of 
being fabje to the Authority. of this Church, as formerly conſti- 
cuced, and now. reſtored, in its: ſeveral-Judicatories : The other 
offered for the Exoneration of their Confciences : Which Paper 
containing their Submiſſion and: Subje&ion, did, after the Exhibi- 
tion of the other to the Aſſembly, become binding upon them, 
according to the Promiſe therein made. Likeas, after that other 
and Jonger-Paper had been read before the Committee of Over- 
tures, it was exhibite to and received by the Aſſembly 3 together 
with-che Reaſons from the ſaid Committee, why it ſhould not be 
publickly read in full Aſſembly. Which Reaſons being duly conſi-- 
dered, and the ſaid other Paper of Submiſſion and Subjection/pub-/ 
lickly read, and judicially owned by the fore-named Perſons, | in 
Preſence of the Aſſembly : The Aſiembly did conclude by one {in- 
gle Vote, that the foreſaid longer Paper ſhould not be read: And 
chat the abovenamed Perſons thould be: received into the Fellow- 
ſbip of this Church, on the Terms of Submiſſion: and Subjecion 
contained inthe ſhorter Paper :: And after paſſing of the ſaid Vote; 
and that they were gravely admoniſhed by the Moderator to walk- 
orderly in time coming, in Oppoſition to all Schiſm and Diviſion: 
It was declared.to: them, by the Moderator, in the: Name of the 
Aſſembly,- That:the Aſſembly did receivethem into the Fellowſhip 
of this Church, to enjoy the Priviledges thereof; and perform the 
Duties therin, whereof they, are or ſhall be found capable. . Where- 


upon, and at their. Deſire, 1t was ordained that. this Act amo rad 
made; 


CI wee, 


|: Be HCTS-of che; 117070 


made 3 and an Extra& thereof given tothemn in good Form: Fel 
tows the Tewonr of the ſaid ſporter Paper. | O6B 26-(219%% 


To the Moderator and remanent Members of the General 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


 Ripht Reverend and Honourable ; JR” +. bs TY 
<c I TH the greateſt Earneſtneſs of Longing we have de- 
cc fired, and yet with a Patience, perhaps to Exceſs, we 
66 have waited for an Opportunity, to bring our unha 
« Differences (of which all Parties concerned-ateweary) to ahap- 
* py and holy Cloſe: And: for this End to have' Acceſs to app 
<; our ſelves to afull and free General Aflembly of this Church, | 
< inveſted with Authority and Power, i» fors divine & humane, to | 
< getermine and cognolce upon then. The want of which, an Hf 


<«< Aflembly conſtituce in that Vigour, towhich, through the Mer- | 
<< cy of God, this venerable National Synod hath arrived, hath 


& been the greateſt Let and Impediment of our compoſing theſe | 

s Differences, in a way, wherein not only-we, but all of the ſame ; 

«< Sentiments would acquieſce. Now having obtained this much 

<:longed-and long-prayed-for Tge'rs We cannot forbear any 

&/Jonger, iwmbly: to accolſt and addreſs this venerable Aſſembly, | 

<. with a free and ingenuous Repreſentation of our Minds and De- | 

<. fires. The Scope of which is, to repreſent theſe things, which 
< have been moſt ſtumbling to us, for the Exoneration- of our 

& Conlciences 3 and to declare our Deſign, after we have exhi- 

« bited our Teſtimony againſt theſe Courſes, which we underſtand: 

 <& q© have been Cortuptions and Defe&tions -in this Church, and 

& Jaid it down at the Aſſemblies Feet, to be diſpoſed of, as their 

« Wiſdoms ſhall chink #r: That we ſhall, inall required Submiſſi- 

<.0n, ſubject our ſelves, our Lives and Doctrine, to the Cogni- 

« zance-of the Judicatories -of this Church, and ſhall equally op- 

« poſe Schiſm and DefeQion in any Capacity, that we ſhall be 

« foundicapable of. And here by theſe Preſents, we bind and ob- 

< lige our {elves faichfully, -co live in Union, Communion and in- 

« tixe Subjection, and-due Obedience in the Lord, to-che Autho- 

| **. rity 
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rity of this Church, in her reſpeQive Judicatories: - As wines. 


tk « 2 Hemet hd, hee ey Oftober, 1690. 
Thomas: Lining, 


Alexanaer Sheilas, 


Willam MX 


W” 


VL. wo atent ne Marſtrs Hat bferve not the » publick Or- 


ders of the Church. 
Edinburgh, 28rh of Oftober, x690. Ante Mevidiew. Seff. ir. 


Sana wo 0 ig private, or celebrating Cl 
Our « due Proclamation of Bans : © andt to cenfure them aFoeingly. 


4+ 


VII. A approving ſeveral Overtures. 
—_ 29eh Oftober, 1690. Ante Meridiem... Sel. 1 2. 


als Day the Overtures following were-read in Preſence of 
the Aflembly.. 


< For retaining Soundneſs and Uniry. of, Dodine, 


«: 'Ic Wy adged neceſſary, that, all Probationers. licenſed to preach, 


emblies-.of this C 
of the CurtentPathi 


HE: Afembly recommends it to. Picbyrerics, K take No-- 
tice of all Miniſters within their Bounds, whether the late- 
Conforming Incumbents or ' others, who ſhall nor obſerye- 

Faſts and Thankſgivings, _— by the Church : Or who ſhall be 


found guilty of any other irregular Carriage, in _cmntninghe 
rriages,. With-- 


the Miniſtry, and. WL OR b Moſes and Elders | 
| <-Gover iſſn 6 
fol (6) AE Tp ſon = | 


od Tre: dCTS. of ich. 


* And that this be recommended to the Diligence -of (the: ſeveral 


< Presbyteries, .and they appointed to'record their Diligence there- - 


< anent in their reſpective Regiſters. 

2, That it be recommended to Presbyteries, to take ſpecial 
<- notice; what Papiſts are in their Bounds, and that they cake 
« pains to reclaim them, and to advert how their Children are 
« Educate : And if need be, to make Application to the Civil Au- 
<«' thority concerning them. | 

3.' ** That the Celebration of Marriage, without due Proclama- 
</tion of Bans, according to Order, three ſeveral Sabbaths in the 
< reſpective Pariſhes, be diſcharged : And thatirt be recommended 
© to Presbyteries to cenſure the Contraveners. 

4. © That It be recommended to Kirk-Seffions and Presbyte- 
< ries, carefully to put in Execution, the Acts of former General 
<« Aſſemblies, againi{t Profanation of the Lord's Day, and parti- 
<. eularly by unneceſlary Sailing and Travelling, - | | 

5. © That Application be made to rhe Parliament, for alcering 


o 


.<* Mondays. 


The General Afſembly, after mature Deliberation, . approves of 
theſe Overtures, and Recommends and Appoints accordingly : And 
ordains the ſame to be obſerved,and to have the Force and Strength 
of an Ac and Ordinance of Aflembly. 


<'2]] Mercats in Royal Bur ghs, and other places, On Sarut days and 


ED 


VIII. 48 approving the Aſſociations of | Presbyteries, 


| 


Eadem. Seſſione. 


"F"HE General. Aſſembly allows and approves of the dent 
"iN ſters of different Presbyteries, their affociating .in Presby- 
""M_ *teries 3 ay, and while the Vacancies of the faids Presby- 
reries be filled: And declares them to have the Authority and 
Power of Presbyteries Reſpectively.” And'that notwithſtanding, 
that according to the old Platform, the {aids Minifters/do' refide 10 


ki "I Te” \ 


the Bounds of different Presbyteries. 0 NN 


General 4ſſembly t Edinburgh, 1696. LEA 


IX: Ack agamft 'Mmiſters removing out of this Chnreh: | 
Edinburgh, Octob. 31. 1690, Ante Meridiem. Scfl, 15. 


HE General Aſſembly does hereby appoint, that no Mi- 

F nilters, who have adual Scanding and abfolute Relations 

to any Charge in the Charch of Scot/and, ſhall remove our 

of the Kingdom, without the Conſent of the Reſpective Judicato- 
Ties. of this Chureh. | | | 
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th. 6 Ack anent: the: Admmiftration of the Sacraments. | 
Eadem' Seffione. 


"F*HE General Aſſembly conſidering, that the 'two Sacra- 
- ments, that Chriſt hath appointed under. the New Teſta- 
—.”, ment, iz, Baptiſm, and the. Lords Supper, are his Solemn 
Ordinances, and'Seals of the Covenant of Grace, (which. is held 
forth, in the preaching of the Goſpel); And that in the. aſe; of 

_ them, the Patties receiving them, are ſolemnly devoted and. enga+- 
ged ro God, , before Angels-and Men;. and: are ſolemaly received, 
as Members of the Church, - and do' entertain Communion with 
her. And that'by the Authority of. this Church, , incher. former 
Aſſemblies, the. private; uſe of them hath. been condemned: 'As 
alſo, thar by allowing the private. uſe of the ſame, in pretended 
Cafes off Neceflity ;. the. (bperſtitious. Opinion, is nouriſhed, that 
_ they are neceffary tro Salvation, not only as:commanded-. Duties, 
bar-as Means, without which Salvation cannat be atrained.. There-: 
fore, the Afembly- hereby diſcharges. the. Adminiſtration: of che 
Lord Sitpper to ſick-Perfons.-in cheir:Houles, ,and all. other.ule of 
the ſame, exceptiirpublick; Aﬀemblies, of.,che: Church. Andal- 
ſq do, diſchargg.the Adminiſtration of Baptilm-in. private;. that. is, 
in any, place, ,or.at.any time,. whenthe Congregation is. not.opder-" 

| ly calted:cogether, to wait ofh the oo of the Word. And- 
| app21ilts 
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appoints that this be carefally. obſerved, when and where-ever- the- 
Eord giveth his People Peace, Liberty and Opporniey for their- 
publick. Aﬀemblies. And ordains this:preſent Ac to be publickly- 
intimate in all the Churches. | 


-— Tu 
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D.\Y Aftapproving Overtures-anent the Irifh Bibles, &c: 
Edinburgh, Novemb. 11. 1690. Poſt. Meridjem. Sefl, 24.. 


"F "His day-the Overtures following anent the 1-1 Bibles, New- 
— and Catechiſms, were read in preſence of the A(-- 
> ſembly. 

WIE That a Letter of. Thanks . be written to-thoſe eoncerned, . 
* whether. ig this,. or our Neighbour Nation, for their Care of, 
& and liberal Chatity towards the #ighlanders of this Kingdom, 
&« in their ſo liberally. contributing for the faids i Bibles, &c.. 
©. And that Mr. David Blair be appointed to. write the (aid Letter: 

<- in the Name of this Aſſembly, _ _ 

2. © The whole Money. fo charitably contributed; being ex- 
«pended ;. Therefore,. and for making up of. the ſame, and for\ 
<«. defraying of- the neceſſary Charges .of. Tranſporting the. ſaids.. 
«: Bibles, &c. to Scotland; It is thought moſt needful,. that there . 
<<: be an Advance of 'one thouſand Pounds Scots, andthat. their Ma- 
'<..jeſttes Privy Council be -Supplicar, for as much of ſome.vacant.. 
'«.Stipends of Pariſhes, where the King is Patron, _as. will make - 
<<. up the ſzid Sum for the. Ends foreſaid. . 

3. *< That it be recommended to- the. Kirk-Seſſions, Heretors. 
{and others concerned in the Highlands, to fee the Ac of Par-- 
©. Jament anent Erecting of Schools in every Pariſh, duly exe-_ 
<<. cute, and ' the Fordr” eſtabliſhed by Law, for. the ame, made .- 
'*Eftectual;/ = 

4. ** That it be recommended to the Agent for the Kirk, to. re- 
<«. ceive the foreſaid Sum, and to deburſe the ſame ar the: fight of 
« Mr. Job» Law, and Mr, David Bair, for the faid.l1ſe : And al- 
*.-{o to receive the Books above-mentioned, being three thouſand . 
<1 Bibtes,. one thouſand New Tefaments, and three thouſand Cate- - 
*<. chifms, from: Lonaon.... S.. * That- 
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_ '5. ©. That the [ſeveral Synods, who have Highland Pariſhes in 
< their Bounds, appoint one of 'their Number toreceive their Pro- 
<& portion of the (aids Bibles, New-Teſtaments-and Catechiſms : And 
< thar-in order thereto, the Miniſters and Elders having Intereſt in 
<« the Highlavds, preſent in this Aſſembly, ſhall meer: and appoint 
<« -ſome to receive theſe Bibles, &c. and proportion the Number 
« that each Pariſh ſhall have-thereof. | | 

6. ** That it be Recommended co the Miniſters, :concerned in 
© the Highlands, to diſpatch the whole Paraphraſe of the 1ri/h 
« Pſalms, to the Preſs. And if che Principal Copy «can be Re- 
< covered, 'to expede the ſame; But that any other Copy they 
© have, be Reviſed by the Synod of Arg3/e, and being approvea 
@ by them, That the ſame be Printed. 

The Aſſembly having conſidered theſe Overtures, they Approve 
thereof, and Recommend and Appoint accordingly. 


LY 


"0 


XII. Att anent a Solemn National Faſt and Humiliation, 
with the Cauſes thereof. 


Ar Edinburgh, November 1'2. 1690. Poſt Meridien. Sell. 25. 


THE General Aſſembly, having taken into their moſt ſeri> 
ous'Conſideration, the Jate great and general Defection of 

_ this Church and Kingdom 3 have thought fit to appoint a 
Day of Solemn Humiliation and Faſting, for Confeffion of Sins, 
and making Supplication to our Gracious G OD, to Forgive and 
Remove the Guilt thereof : In order whereuato, they have ordain- 
ed the Confeſſion of Sins, and Cauſes of Faſting following, to be 
duely Intimate and Publiſhed ; recommending it moſt earneſtly 
to--all Perſons, both Miniſters and others, That every One of us 
may not only ſearch and try our own Hearts and Ways, and ſtir 
up Our ſelves to ſeek the Lord 3 Bur alſo in our Stations, and as 
we have acceſs, deal with one another, in all Love and Tender- 
nels, to prepare for ſo great and neceſſary a Duty, that we may 
find mercy in God's fight, and he may be graciouſly Reconciled 
to our Land in the Lord Jeſus, and take delight ro dwell among us. 
Cz Although 
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Althongh onr grectous God hath of Hate, for his own Name ſake, 
wrought great and wonderful things, for Brirtain and freland, 
and for this Church and Nation in particalar z- yet the Inhabicants- 
thereat have Cauſe ro remember thei orn evil ways, and roloach. 
themſelves in their own fight for their Inquities, | 
- Alas! We and our Fathers, our Princes, or Paſtors, and Peo- 
ple of all Ranks have imned,. and have been under great Tran(- 
greſſian-to;this. day : For-:though our parkegs God- thewed exrly 
kindneſs td. this:Eand, in fending the Gofpe} among us, and after- 
ward 1m our Reformation” from Popith Superſtition and Idolatry ;. 
and 1 T had the Honour; beyond. many Nations, of being after our 
firſt Reformation, Solemnly devoted unto God, both Prince and 
People 3 yet we have dealt treacheroufly with the Lord, and been. 
unſtedfaſt in his Covenant, and have- not walked furrably to our 
Mercies received from Him, nor Obkgartions to Him. "Through 
the Mercy of God this Church had atrained to a great purity of 
Doctrine, Worſhip and: Government, but- this was not accompa- 
nied with ſuitable perſonal Reformation, neither was our Fruit an- 
(werable ro-the Pains taken. on us by Word and Work, we had 
much Goſfpel-preaching, but too kttle Goſfpel-practicez. roo many 
went on 11 open Wickedneſs, aye fome had: but a\Farm of 
Godlineſs, denying the Power thereof: many alſo who had the 
Grace of GoJia Truth, fell from their: firſt: Love, and fell: un- 
der ſad lanyniſhings and decays. And when for our Sins the An- 

er of the Lord: had divided us, and we. were brought under: 
the feet of Strangers, and many of our Brethrea kilfed, and others. 
raken captive and fold as Slaves, yer we firmed Mill :- and after 
we were-freed from the Yoak of Strangers. inſtead of retorning to: 
the Lord, 'and- being led co Repenrance by his Goodneſs, the 
Land made open defection from: the good Ways of the Lord. 
Many beiaved-as if they had been delivered to work Abomination,. 
the flood-gates of Impiety were opened, and-adelnge of Wicked-- 
pef5 did overſpreat rhe Land. Who can without Grief- and Shame, 
remember the fhamefal Debanchery and Drunkennefs- chac then 
was ? And this accompanied wich Horxid. and Hellifh: Curfing. and 
Sveating, and followed with frequent Filthinels, Adulteries and 
other 4bominations 3- and:the Reprover” was hated, and he thar 
departed from Iaiquiry made himfelf. a Reproach-or Prey. And 
when by- theſe; aud: fuch like corrupt. Practices, Mens Conſci- 
ences. were-debancaed, they: proceeded-to ſacrifice the Intereſt -# | 
the- 
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ehe Lord: Jeſus Chriſt," at GH his;Charch cv ye Lulſts 
and Will df Mens The Suprewi was" idvanced i ſuch a Way, 
and tb ſuch an Height,” never any 'Ohtiſtivy Chutch acknow}edy- 
ed the Government! of the Chutch:wit' altered; and Prelacy 
(which hath een vary grievous to this Nation) introduced, 
without che Clurehes conſent, 4nd contrary ro the ſtanding As 
of 08t-Natiohdl Aﬀeviblies, both -whidh the. preſent Parlrattenc 
hath (Cblefſe+ be God) Ktely found; and yer hevertheleſs,” of 
the'-theh ſtanding Mihiftry --of- Srotland, many did faddenly and 
readily comply. with, that Alteration of the Government, © fome 
our of Ptide and Coyerbuſneſs, or Man-pleaſtng, forte through in- 
firmity- or weakneſs, or fear of Man, and want of Courage and 
Zeal for God 3 many faithful Minifters were thereupon caſt ont, 
and many inſufficient and {candalous Men'thtuft 1 on heir Char- 
yes,” and mainy Families ruined, ' becaufe they -wouldave own tlieth 
as their Paſtors © & 11 Oey oY 
. Angalas ! Ic 8'dademable, rlere hath beeg under the lare Pre- 
lacy,, as great decay of Piery, (© thit tt wis enongh to niake” a 
Man be nicknam'd a Phanatick, if he did tot ran tothe fame exceſs 
of. Riot wich others. © | 
' 'And ſhould it not be Tamenced, for it cannor be denied, that 
there'hach been m forme 2 dreadful Arheiftical Boſdnef againft- 
God; ſome have diſputed the Being of GOD, and his Pto- 
vidence,”' the Divine Atwthority of the Scriptures, the Life co. 
_ 20d Immortality 'of the Soul, yez and feoffed at theſe 

ngs. | | 
. There hath been alſo an_ horrid Prophanatton of the Holy and 
dreadful Name of GOD; by curſing and fwearing : Ah !. there- 
hach been fo much Swearing and Forfivearing amongſt us, thac 
no Nation under Heavert hach been more purcyih this than we; 
ſome by- Sweating raſhly or ignoramly, fome falfly by breaking 
their. Oaths, and impolmg and taking ungodly- unlawful Oarhs. 
and Bonds, whereby the Confciences of many have been polluted 
and ſeared, and many ruined and opprefſed for refafing and not 
taking them.” | | | 

There hath alſo been a great _negle& of the Worthip of God, 
too mach in pablick, but eſpecially m Families and in fecret; ; 
The womed care of Net ſanctily:ng the Lord's Day is 
gone, . and in:many places the Sabbath hich been, and is thamefally. 
prophaned.. | - 
| lie- 
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The Land alſo hath been. full. of bloody Crimes; and Cities 
Tull of Violence, and. much innocent -Blood ſhed, :{o:that Blood 
Touched Blood Z » Sodom;$Stas have abounded amongſt us, Pride, 
fulneſs of Bread, Idleneſs, Vamries 'of Apparel, .and ſhamefwl 
'Senſualiry filled the Land. et | 
___ Andalas! how great hath been the Cry of Oppreſſiga and Un- 
righteouſneſs? Iniquity hath been eſtabliſhed by a'Law, there hath 
-beena great perverting of Juſtice, by making and-executing unrigh- 
.teous Statutes .and Acts, 'and fad:perſecutions of many for -their 
Conſcience rowards God. | 
Ic is alſo matter of Lamentation, that under this great DefeRi- 
.on there hath been coo general a faiacing, not only amongſt Pro- 
'feſlors of the Goſpel, but alſo amongſt Miniſters z yea, even 4: 
mongſt ſuch, who in the main things did endeavour -to maintain 
their Integrity, in not giving ſeaſonable and neceſſary Teſtimony 
againſt the Defe&ions and Evils of the Time, and-keeping a due 
diſtance from them : and ſome. on the other Hand managed-their 
Zeal wich.too little Diſcretion and Meeknelſs. TY 
Ic is alſo matter of Humiliation, that when Differences fell out 
—_ thoſe who did own Truth, and bear witnels againſt the 
Courſe of Defection, they were- not managed with due Chari- 
ty and Love, but with too much Heat and Bitterneſs, injurious 
Reflections uſed againſt pious.-and worthy Men on all Hands, and 
ſcandalous Diviſions occaſioned, .and the Succeſs of the Goſpel 
greatly obſtructed thereby, and ſome dangerous Principles drunk 
11 : And after all this, there were ithameful advances towards Po- 
ery, the Abomination of the Maſs 'was ſet up in many places, 
and Popiſh Schools erected, and ſeverals fell ro Idolatry. bk 
| And though the Lord hath put a ſtop to the Courle of DefeRi- 
on, and of his great Mercy given us ſome reviving from our Bon- 
dage; yet wehave {ad Caule to maſeſee and bemoan, that few have 
wp ſeaſe of our Mercy, or walk anſ(weravle thereto; few are 
rurned to the Lord in truth, bur the Wicked go on to do wickedly 
And there is found amongſt us to this Day,thameful Ingraticude for 
our Mercies, horrid Impenitency under our Sins, yea, even a- 
mong thoſe, who ſtand moſt -up for the Defence of the Trath : 
And amongſt many in our Armies, there is woful Prophaneneſs 
and Debauchery. And though we profeſs to acknowledg there 
can be no Pardon of Sins, no Peace and Reconciliation with God, 
but by the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; yet few know Him, or {ee the 
Neceſlity 
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Neceſſity and Excellency of: the Knowledg of our Lord Jefus: 
Chriſt ;- few ſee their need of Him,: or eſteem, delire, or receive: 
Him as he-is offered in the Goſpel. few are. acquainted with 
Faich in Jeſus Chriſt, and living. by-'Faich on Him, as made of 
the Father unto us, Wiſdom, 'Righteouſne(s, Sancificarion and 
Redemption z and few walk as becometh the Goſpel, and imirate* 
our: Holy Lord in: Humility, : Meeknefs,. Self-denial, Heavenly-- 
mindednels, Zeal for GOD, and Charicy: towards: Men ::But as- 
there is even until now, a great contempt of the Goſpel, .a grear- 
Barrenneſs under it:3 ſo a deep Security under our Sin and Dan-- 
ger, a great want of Piety- toward: God, and:Love towards Men, 
with a woful Selfiſhneſs, every: one ſeeking their own things, few: 
the things of Chriſt, or the publick Good,.. or one another's Wel- - 
fare: : And finally, the-moſt part more: ready 'to Cenſure the Sins- 
of others, than to Repeat of their own;.. | 

Our Iniquities are increaſed oyer our Heads, and our Treſpaſſes 


are grown: up unto the Heavens ;- they are: many: in Number, and- 


heinous in their Nature,” and grievoully aggravated... as having/been-: 
contrary to great Light and Love,: under {1gnal Mercies and Judg- - 
ments, after Confeſſion and 'Supplication, and notwichſtanding of : 
our Profeſſion, - Promiſes, and folema Vowing. and Covenanting:: 


with God to the contrarys. _ fi 
' Have we not then fad: cauſe of deep Sorrow and 'Humiliation ?* 


And may we not fear,..if we do:not repent, and turn from the E- - 


vil of our Ways, and return to the Lord with-all our Hearts, thac- 
He return:to do us Evil, after He hathdone:us Good;: and be angry: 
with us till He hath conſumed us? | 
Let us therefore humble our ſelves by Faſting and Praying 3-lec:; 
us: ſearch out our Sins, and conſider our Ways;: and confels.thele,.. 
and:other our Sins, with Sorrow and Deteſtation::: Let: us-turn;: 
unto the. Lord-with Faſting and Weeping, and wich Mourning :-: 
Let us firmly.Reſolve,. and ſincerely .Engage to amend our Ways + 
and Doings, and return unto the-Lord our God with. all our-Heart,.. 
and earneſtly pray, that for the Blood of the Lamb of God,: our-. 
Sins may be-forgiven,. and our: Back-{lidings healed,. and we may:: 
yet become a Righteous Nation, keeping the Truth, that Reli-- 
jon and Righteouſneſs may flouriſh, and. Love and Charity a-:- 
und,:and all the:Lord's People may be of one Mind in the Lord ;. 
and in-order to all theſe, that.the Word of the Lord may have free: 


Courſe, and. be glorified,. and that. the-.Preaching,of the Word, I 
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and diſpenſing of the Sacraments,-: may. be accomparied with - the 
wonted Preſence, Power and Bleſſing of-che Spirit of the Lord: 
Thar the Lord would preſerve and bleſs our Gracieus' King 'and 
Queen; #i#liiamand Harp, and eſtabliſh their Throne by Righte- 
ones and Religion, 'and grant tatheſe Nations, Peace and Truth 
rogecher : And for tharEnd, bleſs-and proſper his Majefties Coun- 
ſels, and Forces by Sea and Land, and thoſe of the Princes and 
States bis Allies, for God and bis Trath: That Inferior Rulers may 
rule in the Fear-of God, agd Judges be-clathed with Righteouſneſs, 
ang thar many faithful Labourers may: be ſent out. into the Lord's 
Vineyards. and they who. are ſent, may; find Mercy to. be Faithfitl, 
_ andbe bleſt with Succeſs: : That Famizesmay be as little Churches: 

of Chriſt ; and that: the Lord would pour qnt his Spirit on atl 
| Ranks of People, that they may EI in. al manner of Con- 

verſation, and God may delight to, dwelbamougttus, and:to:do us 
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| And while we:pray for-aur felves, / tet :u not fovger qur: Bretly er 


in; Foreign Churches, weh:whbom, - alas,, we hadtoolirtdle-Sym- 


pathy ; Nay, let-us prays. that all che Erids: ofthe Bagrh-ngay: fee 
the Salvation of: Gedz, and that-hg would: bring his: ancieac People 
of the Jews to the Acknowledgment of: Jeſas.Chrifb; and: that he 
would haſten the Ruin of Romiſh Bahylow, andc advance the- Rev. 
formation. in Chriſtendom, and preſerve and bleſs the Reformed 
Churches: Thar:hewout& pity: his opprefilediPeople, the: French 
Protefazts, andi gather them out off alt places, -whither/ they have 
been(ſ{catcered ia-the cloudyc and: dark Days And thaoble:woutd: be 


the Defence, Strength and Salvation of any: His. People; who.are: 


in War or Danger by: Infidel-or Popith: Aldverſaries; in. Zxrope. or 
America :. And: in particular, 'thad the Lord would: be Gpacious: to. 
Teeland; and.lendify. to His People there, both their Piſtreſs. and} 
Deliverance, . and perfe@-what concesnerly them.3 that He would: 
Converti the. Natives there tg: the: Ttuch,, Reduce; thac - Lang! 
to Peace; And appoiat Salvation for Walls. and! Bultwarks to: 
Bruttain, © | 

For all theſe Cauſes and Reaſons, the General:Affembly hach ap-. 
pointed the {ſecond Z3w/443. 06 7armary. next; to: beobſerved*in all 
_ the Congregations.of:this Church.and Naton;: asa- Day:of ſolemn; 


Faſting, and Humiliation, andiNrayer's, beſecching-andiobveſtingall; 


both Paſtors.and:People ob alt: Ranks, toihefincore and (eriousin 
. Humiliation and:Supplication, audunverial:'Refarmationy as: _ 
__ wou 
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would wiſh to find Mercy of the Lord, and have deſerved Wrath 
averted, and would obtain the Blefling of the Lord upon them- 
ſelves and Poſteriry after them : And that the Lord may delight in 
us, and our Land may be as married to him. And ordains all Mi- 
niſters, either in Kirks or Meeting-houſes, to read this preſent AR 
publickly from the Palpit a Sabbath or two before the ſaid Day of 
Humiliation; and that the ſeveral Presbyteries take care, that it be 
carefully obſerved in their reſpetive Bounds, And where, in 
regard of Vacancies, the Day hereby appointed, cannot be ob- 
ſerved; the Aſlembly 9 oe the ſaid Hamiliation to be kepr 
{ome other Day with the firſt convenient Opportunity. And ap- 
points the Commiſion of Viſitation to apply tothe Comncil, for 
their civil SanQion-tothe Obfervarion thereof. 


S 
Ama ww — 
— — 
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XII. 4 anent Sentences paſt againſt Mmiſters, from 
the Year 1650, &c. 


Eadem Seffone. 


| HE General Afſembly does hereby declare all Sentences, 

paſt againſt any Minifters hinc 5»4e, by ey Church-Ja- 

-* dicatory, upon the account of the late Differences amon 
Presbyterians, from the Year 1650, till the Re-introdu&tion 
Prelacy, to be of themſelves Void and Null to all Effe&s and In- 
rents. And ficlike the General Aſſembly hereby recommends ro 
the reſpective Presbyteries, to take care, that ſach of theſe Mini- 
ſters, as are not otherways diſpoſed'of by the Church, return to 
the exerciſe of their Miniftry, in their reſpeive Congregations. 
And alſo hereby recommends to the Civil Magiſtrate, chat the faids 
Miniſters may have the Legal 'Maintenances and Stipends where 
they ſerved. ; 
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XLV. The Aſſemblies Letter to his Majeſty, 
Edinburgh, Novemb. 13, 1690. Poſt Meridiem. Sel. 26. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


"He Happineſs we have had by Your Majeſties influence, - as 

"8 an Inſtrument in the Hand of God towards us for good, 
and the Countenance You have given us in holding this Na- 

tional Aſſembly of the Church of Sco:land, doth encourage us to 
make Application again to Your Majeſty ; That as in our Anſwer 
to Your Gracious Letter direc to us in the Entrance of this Aſſem- 
bly, we Engaged to Your Majeſty that in all Things that ſhould 
come before us; we would carry with that Calmneſs and Moderati- 
6n which becometh- the Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace, and 
which Your Majeſty did fo effeually recommend to us 3 So now 
in the Cloſe of this our Afſembly,we preſume to acquaint Your Ma- 


jeſty, That through the good Hand of God upon us, we have in a | 


great meaſure performed accordingly : Having applied our ſelves, 
moſtly and eſpecially, to what concerned this whole Church, and 
_ endeavoured by. all meansEccleliaſtical; and proper for us, to pro- 
- mote the Goad thereof, together with the Quiet of che Kingdom, 
and Your Majeſties Satisfa&tion and Contentment. And God hath 
been pleaſed to bleſs our Endeavours,. tn our receiving to the Unity 
and Order of this Church, ſome who had withdrawn, and now 
have joined with us,. and promiſed Subjeftion : And in providing 
for the Propagation of Religion, and the Knowledg of God, inthe 
moſt barbarous places of the Highlavds, which may be the ſureſt 
way of reducing thoſe People alſo unto Your Majeſties Obedience : 
And eſpecially 1n regulating the Miniſters of this Church, after fo 
oreat Revolutions and Alterations: For we have, according to the 
ule and practiceof this Church, ever ſince the firſt Reformation 
from Popery, appointed Viſitations both for the Southern and 
Northern parts of this Kingdom, conſiſting of the Graveſt -and 
moſt Experienced Miniſters and Elders: To whom we have given 
Inſtructions about the late Conformiſts, that none of them ſhall be 
removed from their Places, but ſuch as are either ona” or 

can- 
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Scandalous, or Erroneous, or ſupinely Negligent : And that theſe 
of them be admitted to a Miniſterial Communion with us, who up- 
on due :T rial, and in a competent Time for that Trial, ſhall be found 
to be Orthodox in Doctrine, of Competent Abilities, of a Godly, 
Peaceable, and Loyal Converſation, and who ſhall be judged Faich- 
ful ro God and to the Government : And who ſhall likeways pro- 
miſe to Own, Submit unto, and Concur with it. We have alſo taken 
care, that all Perſons who (hall be found to have received Wrong, 
in any Inferior Judicatory of this Church, ſhall be duly redreſled. 
Other Things which are- not of fo Univerſal a Concern, we have 
delayed till the next General Alleaolys [This Account, Great 
SIR, we look upon our ſelves as obliged to give unto Your Ma- 
jeſty, for that great Goodneſs You have been-pleaſed ta expreſs, in 
giving ſuch Countenance to this Aſſembly, and-in appointing ſuch a 
Commilſtioner:to repreſent Your Royal Perſon, ' who hath in 
all his Conduct in this Afﬀair moſt acceptable unto us. That God 
. may- Bleſs Your! Majeſty, and* our moſt Gracious Queen, 'with all 
Bleſſings. which concern both chis Life -and the Life to come, is the 


earneſt Prayer of, - 


My it pleaſe Your Majeſty, | 
© Your Majeſties moſt Faithful, | 
2oft Humble, and moſt Obedient 
Subjefts and Servants. 
* Subſcribed in the Name; and at the Appointment of the 


. . 
oa 


General Aſſembly, by * fo 
HV. KENNEDIE, Moderator. 


FE 
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'XV. Inftruftions to the (ommiſſions for Pifot ations onthe 
South and North fide of Tay. 


Fadem Seffione. 


THE: following InſtraQions to the Commiſſion. for Vihta-- 
= "=o Ke of Tay, were read in Prefence of the: Aſ-- 

«. x. That there -be appointed by the Aflembly, a Delegate num-- 
4. ber of the moſt Experienced Miniſters and:Elders. This number. 
+. to-be Forty Miniſters, and Twenty Ruling Elders, fifteen of them 
*.-ro a fzorum, ten of thele being always Miniſters: And that they: 
< ar. vheir firſt Seffhon, chooſe their Moderator and Clerk : Andfor 
+ the Sub-Committee berwixe the Quarterly Meetings, nine to be 
*- the 2zorum, fix of theſe being always Miniſters, | 

«.2, Thatthe work of this Commiſſion for Viſitations,. be to: 
*. take to their Cognizance all References and Appeals, and other 
*- Things, which: being ſtated before this Aſſembly, ſhall by them. 
Y = ſpecially. referred to the ſaid Commiſſion to. determine the- 
s Ay GIO 

© 3.. Thatthe.Commiſſian. give- their Opinion to: all: Presby-- 
*. teries and Synods;,. who ſhaltapply to them for the ſame, in dif-- 
* ficult Caſes: And. though Presbyteries ſhall not apply, yet if the- 
«% Commiſfion. ſhall be informed- of any precipitant,, or unwar-- 
« rantable procedure of Presbyteries, in Procefles, . which may 
«. prove of il| Conſequence to. the Gharch, the Commiſſion ſhall. 
* interpofe rheir Advice to ſuch Presbyteries,. to {i ſuch proce- 
<«. dure,. till either the Synod, or:next General Afſembly take _ 
* nizance of. it 3 if the {ad Commillion-ſhall not find a preſent f 
<.Expedienc; to dire@.rhem, . for bringing the matter. ſooner to a 
«* Right Concluſton.. | 

* 4+ That in diſcuſſing References, Appeals and Bills, they 


«- take care to purge outall, who upon due Trial, ſhall be found- 
* w:be_ Inſufficient, ſapinely- Negligent,, Scandalous or. Erro-- 


neous. 


= $._ That: 
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& 5, Thatthis Commiſſion ſhall have Power of viſiting any Mi- 
© niſters-within the Bounds of any Presbyteries, on this ſe of the- 
** Water of Tay, asthey ſhall find need: And that this Power reach 
*©- Presbyterians as well as others.. | 

< 6, That they ſhall be careful that none ſhall be admitted by 
* them to Miniſterial Communion, or to a ſhare of the Governments. 
*- but ſuch as upon due Tryal (for which the Commiſſion is to take. 
* a competent time) ſhall be found to be Orthodox in their Do- 
< &rine,. of competent Abilities, having a Pious, Godly, Loyal 
+ and Peaceable Converſation, as becometh a Miniſter of che Go-- 
© {pel,. of an edifying Gift, and whom the Commiſſion ſhall have 
** ground to believe will be True and Faithful ro God and the Go- 
*- vernment, and diligent-in their Miniſterial Duties. And thar all 
© who, ſhall he admitted to the Miniſtry, or fhall be received to 
© a ſhare in the Government, ſhall be obliged. ro Own and Sub- 
& {cribe.the Confeſſion of Faith, and profeſs their ſubmiſhon to,. and: 
<«< williagaels to. joig 2nd concur with the -Presbyterian. Church- 
& Government. h 

* 7: Thatthey be very.cautious of receiving Informations againſt 
< the late: miſts, -and that thay proceed in'the matter of 
+ Cenſareverydeliberately, ſo as none may have juſt cauſe co com-- 
<« nlain of their Rigidity.: Yet los to omitno means-of Informa- 
«© tion... Ang that they ſhall nat proceed: to:Cenlure, but upon rele- 
* vant Libels and ſofficieae. Probation. = | 

< $. That this Commiſſion do not take on them to meddle with: 
< any thing; nat expeefied' in their Commiſhon: And that it be: 
<. declared,that this Commiſſions only given,ad have effettum, &- pro 
c preſents Eeclefie ſtates. Des x : : 
_ & 9g. That this Commiſſion be in all their atings, accountable ro, . 
« andcen{urable by the nevt enſwag General | 

« -10. That this Commillias. continge till the firſt of November 
< gext; and: in caſe the General Aﬀembly intervene, then this- 
< Commiſſion. is to- terminate at the. meeting-of. this ſaid. Aſ-- 


<«- ſembly.. | 
The General Afﬀembly-approves theſe Inſtructions,. for the faid: 
Commiſſion for: Viſications on the South fide of. 745 r- And: ordains- 
he << gy to ſerve for the. Viſitors. that-are to be appoinred: for: 
# Þ Fils. | | 
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XVI. Commiſſion for Viſitation 0n the | South Sid: F 
| 9:5 Of "RAY+. EE 


5  Eadem- Seſſtione. 

FTI HE General:/Aſſembly conſidering, that there are many 
| FP important and weighty: Aﬀairs,' Procefles, Appeals and 
, >" References, tabled before this Aſſembly; whicli the Aſſem- 
bly. could not overtake, for want-of time -to conſider them ma- 
turely; does therefore nominate and authorize a Commiſſion'of 
Miniſters and Elders, for Viſitation of the whole Presbyteries, 'on 
the South-{ide of: Tay, viz. ' Mr. Hagh Kennedy, - Mr. fohn Featch, 
Mr. John Law,iiMr. Gabriel. Semple, Mr. Gilbert Rule; Mr; fames Kir- 


toun, Mr. William Areskme, Mr, William Weir, Mr. William Orichtonn, 


Mr. fobu Anderſon of Perth, Mr. Alexander Pitcairn,” Mt.-Richard 
Howiſon, Mr. George Campbel, Mr. fohn Lawrie, Mr. Archibald Hamil- 
roun, Mr. Patrick Peacock, Mr. fehn Spalding, Mr. Michael Bruce, Mr, 
Gabriel Caningham, Mr, Patrick Warner, Nr, Alexander 'Forbes, Mr, 
Zohn Hutcheſon, Mr. William Ecoles, Mr fames Feach; Mr. Patrick 
Sympſon, Mr. Matthew Crawford, Mt. Wiliam Eegat, Mr. Neil Gillies, 
Mr. Thomas Forreſter, Mr. Andrew Mortoun, Mr. Robert Duncanſon, 
Mr. fohn Bannatyve, Mr. William: Ker, Mr, william Vilant, Mr.- Robert 
Rale, Mr. James Frazer, Mr. George Meldrum at Kilwining, Mr, Da- 
vid Blair, Mr. Samuel Nairn, Mr. Edward famiſon, Mr, Fames Rymey, 
Miniſters: And the Earl of Crawford, the Earl of Sutherland, the 
Viſcount of -Arbathner, the Lord  Halcraig, 'the Lord' Averachil, the 
Laird of Ormiftanr, Sir ' Fohn' Hall Provoſt” of Edinburgh, Sir Fohn 
Ridael, the Laird of Greenknows, ' Archibald Muir late Bailift of Edin- 
burgh, fames Maclarg Dean of Gild, George Stirling Deacon Conve- 
ner, the Laird of Naaghtoan,. the Laird of ' Mepgans, the Laird of 
Lenquhat, Sir Thomas Stewart, the Laird of Glanderftown, the Laird 
_ of Lamingtoun, Provoſt Mair of Air, and the Laird of Grange Ha- 

miltour, Ruling Elders : To meet for their firſt Diet at Zdinbargh the 
fourteenth Day of November Inſtant, fifteen of them being a 2-0- 
74m, Whereof ten are to.be always Miniſters: And of their Sub- 
Committee in the Interval of cheir Quarterly Meetings, nine to be 
a fuormm, {ix of theſe being always Miniſters, who only are to ri- 


pen 


General Aſſembly at Edinburgh, 1 690. Jt 


pen: and prepare-Matters- for the Quarterly Meng, And their: 
next Quarterly Meeting to be at. Edinburgh the third Wedneſday of 
7anuary thereafter, And their next Quarterly Meetingito be on the 
third Wedneſday of April. Andif afterwards the ſaid Commiſh- 
on ſhall-chink fic to appoint other Quarterly Meetings, they may do 
as they ſee expedient, With full Power to them and cheir Sub- 
Commiſſion foreſaid, to give Wartaat for citing Parties upon fif- 
teen free Days. And the ſaid Commiſſion being.only appointed, 
ad hum effettum, & pro preſenti Ecclefe ſtatn;, therefore the Aﬀſem- 
bly recommends particularly to the ſaid Commiſſion, to take Cog- 
nizance of, and finally determine in the Particulars following, ſpe- 
cially committed and referred to them, by this Aſſembly, viz. the 
purging and planting of che City and Presbytery of Edinburgh : 
The Tranſportation of Mr. Robert Wylly to Hamilton : the Procels of 
the Heretors and People of Peebles : the Proceſſes of Mr. Thomas 
Foodat Dumbar, of Mr. Robert Spotſwoed at Abboatſrule, Mr, fohn Bowes 
at Abbotſhall, Mr. Patrick Lyon ,at Kinghorn, Mr. $ymon Cowpar at 
Dumfermling, Mr, William Crawford at Lady-Kirk, Mr. fames Orr at 
Huttoun, Mr. Adam Peacock at Aorbattle, Mr, Damel Urquhart at 
Clackmannan, Mr, George Moxro at Dollar, Mr. George Shaw at Loggie, 
Mr. Alexander Ireland at Feſſoway and Tilliboal, Mr. Robert Sharp at 
Huckart, Mr. 7ames: Grahame at Dumfermling, Mx. George Gray at 
Beath, Mr. Tohn Monro at. St;rling, and Mr..Zohn Skinner at Bathkenner : 
The Petition of the Magiſtrates 'of Perth, and Reference anent Mr. 
fohn Anderſon there ; .the Procelſles of Mr. william Aliſon at Kilbocho, 
and Mr, James Coupar at Hambie: ſome References of the Synod- of 
HMerſe and Teviotdailto the Aſſembly, viz.. One anent Door Ca- 
zaries, and another anent Mr. Kirkroun and Mr,. famiſon's returning to 
their Charges, or elſe todimit-:. And a third anent Mr. #/il/iam Craw- 
ford depoſed, to procure him ſome Livelihood, becauſe of his Age 
and Infirmity, and ſome. others given in tothe Clerk therewith 
from the ſaid Synod : The Aﬀeair anent Mr. Puncan.Campbel and the 
Pariſhes of Dinnoon and Kilmunn; The Proceſs of Mr, Robert Glaſ- 
foord at Auchterderen : The Reference from the Presbytery of Stir- 
ling, for Advice anent Mr. Patrick Conpar : The i Petitiqns, of Mr, 
#ilkam Hamiltoun and Mr.. Hugh Nisbet.:. The Petition of Mr..Alex- 
ander Strang, anent his Clerk's Fees... This Commiſſion is alſo, to 
correſpond with the State,.. anent. Faſts and Thankſgivings; and 
their Cauſes, if the Occafjons thereof fall out:during the ane of- 
their ſitting ; Alſo. to take the Monitory, Paper / to Conti FATIOn, | 

F- OY 
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2nd fee what-Uſe'is to .be made of it: To confider what As of 


Aſſembly are fit to be printed together, and order the fame. To 
conſider the Form of Proceſs, being firſt revifed by the Lord Abe- 
rachle and the Lord Halcraige, And to apply to the Privy Council 
for their Civil Sanction to the Obſervation of the Faſt. And this 
Commiſſion is to walk in all things according to the particular 1n- 
ftruRions given unto them by this porn 7 and in all their Act- 
3ngs they ſhall be countable to, and cenfurable by the next General 
Aflembly. And this Commiſſton-to contmue till che firſt'of No- 


ember next, or the Diet that ſhall be appointed for the next Ge- | 


neral Aſſembly. 


=_ = 
b —_— 
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XVTI. ( ommuſſuon f or Vifitations on the North- fide 
of Tay. oe 
Eadem Seſhone. 


FT*HE General Aﬀembly taking to their Conſideration the 
Neceſlity of purging and planting of the Churches on the 
? North: ſide- of Zay, do by their Ecclefiaſtical Authority, 
nominate, appoint and authorize cheir Reverend Brethren, Mr. Hugh 
Kennedy, Mr. fobn Law, Mr. William Crichtoun, Mr. Edward famiſon, 
Mr. Robert Rule, Mr. James Rymer, Mr, James Frazer, Mr, Alexander 
Forbes, Mr. fohn Anderſon at Perth, Mr. George Meldrum at Kilwining, 
Mr. Thomas Ramſay, Mr. Andrew Bowie, Mr. Robert Young, Mr. Wilk- 
an Leoat, and Mr. William Mackie, Miniſters: And the Lord Viſ- 
count of Arburhner, the Laird of Aeggins, the Laird of Nanghtoun, 
the Laird of Leuguhat, and the Laird of Greenknows, Ruling Elders : 
To join with the Mmiſters and Elders in the North afore-mention- 
ed, viz. Mr. John Stewart, Mr. fames Urquhart, Mr, Alexander Dun- 
Yr, Mr. Alexander Frazer, Mr. Thomas Hogg, Mr. Hugh Henryfo 
Mr. 1iliam Mackay, Mr. Walter Dinnoon, \vit. George Meldrum © 
Claſs, Mr. Arthur Aitchell, Mr. Willam Ramſay, Mr. Francis Melvin, 
and My. 7obn Macwloch, Miniſters: together with the Barl of Surher- 
knd, the Laird of Brodie, the Laird of Grazr, the Laitd of Grange 
Dunbar, the Laird of Eight, the Laird of Cz/ten, the Laird of 
Dalfeolly, 
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the Laird of Fak- Hay, Sir Aforre, Sir Geoige Aforess 

Sy us Crt of Pmdo, Der Free Fen Ny. Re. i Cong 
— Martyne of Burnbrae, Ruling Elders: To be a — Commiliy 
for viſitingthe whole Presbyteries, on the coir len of the Wa- 


woof 7, inphuning vacate Chrchey, in 


Rank tous and ermaacons Mini | rf cen, __ 
cal Proceſs and Cenſuers, according ws- the | particalar Iacious 
ven them thereanent : And for that Ee co have their firſt 
Hocr of of Neerag, a0 Alerzcon,. the froond Pedro of Afarch next, 
and thereafter to appoint their own Diewand Places. of Meeting, as 
they ſee expedient : With full Power to them, or their 2»0r»m, 
ſeven. Miniſters auchthree-Ruling Eklers, to The: out Warrants 
for citingof Parties upon fifteen free Days, to cognoſce, determine 
and finally decide, in planting of vacant Charches, conſtituting El- 
detſhips, and trying and purging out all in ſufficient, negligent, 
ſcandalous and erroneous Miniſters, conform to the particular In- 
ſtruions given them thereanent. They being always countable to, 
and cenſurable by the next General Aſſembly of this Church : and 
this Commiſſion to continue till the firſt of November next, or the 
Diet that ſhall beappointed for the next General Aſſembly. 


A — 
— 


XVIII. Conniſf yon for My. Gilbert Rule and Mr. Da- 
vid Blair, to wait upon his Majeſty anent the Affairs 


of this ( burch. 
Eadem Seffione. 


HE General Aſſembly duing it expedient to ſend two of 
their Number to London, to attend his Majeſty, anenct the 


Affairs of this Church, does therefore nominate and ap- 
point their Reverend Brethren, Mr. Gilberr: Rxle, one of the Mini- 
ſters of the Ciry of Edinburgh, and Principal of the Colledg there- 
of, and Mr, David Blair, another of the Miniſters of the {aid City, 


with all convenient Speed to opal to London, -to attend his —_— 
or 
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for the endaforeſaid : and refers the TnſttuQions to be given them, 

and what. other things concern their Journey, to the Comin iffion 
- - Hon on the South-{ide of 74y appointed by this Aſſem- 
This Aſſembly being diffolved, and the next General Aſſembly 
appointed to be held at Roorgs the firſt Day of November next to 


comez the Members were diſmiſſed with Prayer, ſinging of the 
1 334 Plalm, and pronouncing of the Bleſſing. 


Collefted, Viſfied, and Extraited from the Records of the ſaid 
Aſſembly, by me | 


| JOH N SPALDING, Cls, Syn. National. 
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INDEX 
Of the Unprinted A C T S, &c. of the 
General Aſſembly, 1690. 


Lection of Mr. Hugh Kennedy to be Moderator; Sefl, 1. 
\ Continuation of Mr. oh» Spalding, Clerk to the late Ge- 
_neral Meeting, to be Clerk to this Aſſembly for the 
time. 16:4, hh 
Committee for Reviling the Commiſſions of the Members of this 
Aſſembly. 41bia. | | 


Committee for Overtures, References and Appeals. Sef.. 2. 

Committee for Synod-Books, and for Bills. 76d. 

Committee for- ſupplying the Kirks of Z4dinburgh, during this 
Aflembly. 176ia. 


Reference anent the Purging and Planting of the City and Presby- 
tery of Edinburgh, tothe Commiſhon to be appointed for Vili- 


' tations, FSeſſ. 5. 


Declaration by the Moderator, that this Aſſembly would De- 
poſe no Incumbents, ſimply for their Judgment, anent the 
Government of the Church, nor urge Re-ordination upon 


them. | Seſſ. 6, - | | 


The Opinion of the Aſſembly, declining to ſend any Miniſters to 
Northumberland, upon a Petition of ſome 1n that Country, in re- 


ſpect thoſe People do not belong to this Church. Sef. 8. 
| 3 2 AR 


16 INDEX: 


At hah Mr. Andrew Slirry the- exerciſe of the Miniſtry ar 


. Falkirk, and. ing <he Presbytery of Zinithgow 
the laid Kirk Vacant: As allo difch; 


to declare 
the Miniſtry, within the Bounds of that Presbytery, without he 
ſaid Presbytery's Allowance. Sf. g. s 


A anent #he Call given to Mr. Robert Anilerſor- KK 
Lenquhars, O—_— Soc: - 2 wand by the Pariſh of 


AS detaring Mr. 4thar Mitchel rightful Miniſter Tarreff.. 


Seſf. 10, 


AR Tranſporting Mr. George Campbel, to the Profeſſion of Divini- 
ty in the Colledg of Edinb»rgh, and tothe Miniſtry in Te 


—_ {1 

AR appointing ſome Miniſters to repair to Dwnihe, Seff,12, 

Aa rranſpotting Mr. Gabriel Semplr to fedburgh.. 1hid, 

AZ nent Letters. toiſeveral Miniftersand Preachersnow Abroad, 
belonging to this Church, for cheir returning Home. ef, 1 A 


A& reviving. the Overtures of the Afſembly, 16.49: Sefſ, 2. Anent 
Te eg of the Afﬀſembly-Houle. Thid, ** a ” | 

A againſt Mr, Fohn Mackenzie,decaring the Kirk of Xirkifoun Va- 

' 'cant,, with a Recommendation to the Presbytery of. Zznlithgow- 
to ſee the. ſame planted. 4914. | 


Overtures anent plantingof- rhe North. "ef; 14. 


A& appointing ſome Miniſters to repair to Angwe, with a Recom- 
mendation.to the Privy-Council thereanent. 16:4. 


Contiauation-of Mr. fohn Speldiny co-be Clerk of his. Aſſembly.till 
farther conſideration. Sef. 15. 
AR 2g2inſt Mr. Jobs Park, late Incumbent at. Carridey, finding that 
he had fallen. from his Appeal, from the Presbytery of Zinith-- 
gow, by his.non:compearance. 164a.. 


Election; 


I'N" DEX. 35 


Etectioniaf fibe Blair tobe Agent orzbls Church 2, 26; - - 
Regt . Alexander. Hereot Ar: TN: He-Syoaſ 4 Louie 
p; 17.. 


A& Ratifying the Sentence of n b the P | 
of Stirling, agamſt Mr. 7oves epaſtin, pa w_ Taco rebnery 


St. Ninians, for celebrating an Inceſtuous Marriage. Seſ; - 4 
Actin Favoursot Mr. Zemes Ciopor Inztmbenr at. lewd, 


2 Kirks, &c.. in Favonts of the —_ of i ph. Fi amo 


Rees to: the Comes to;he gee dor. 'Valtations-On: 
South lide of Tay in Tagan of /own.af Perth, with an. 
Apr cow of the Freehyreties,peoced yi For Kirk-- 
n there. 76d. 
Recommendationto at of Payliarnent for £5 
* of Kirks, thr, in Bavours af the Townof - Dunifries, d. 


EleQiion of George 2oſmanto be Printer to the Aſſembly. Seſ.21.. 


Recommendation tohis Majeſty, the Parliament, and-Commiſſion- 
for Plantation of Kirks, &c.. in Favours of the Laird and Lady 
Heptown, for exeQting.the Lead-Minesin-their. Pariſh: :;1bid.. 


Recommendation co the Presbytery-of Dumbaws, adiSywed of 
Glaſgow, in Favours of: Mr. Themas Mitchell, Thid: 


Recommentation to the Commiſſion for plantation of Kirks, &r.. 
for Re-ereing the Kirk-and Pariſh of New-Cumnoth, Ibid. 


Refervtics inFavorrs of the Burghand Pariſh of Sramrawer:2d. the- 
Pariſhes of Amwith and Borg, to the Teveral Predbyreties, for ap- 
plying to the Meetings in re, £0 louſe the Iriſh Miniſters now. 
in thefe'Parithes, to thermd tiny. may. continue their Tet-- 
be Miifters. Seff. 22. 
Reference to the We of Hamiltoun and Laxerk, in Favours of! 
Mr. Saned! Afoivat.. H1d;. 


Recommendation to the Commiſſion for Pimcation-of Kitles,: oh; 
' for re-erecting the Kirk. of. Rogertown,... 1bid-. +08 


38 IND EVR: 
A& impowring the Miniſters 22d, Elders:in the North, who are to 


join with the Viſtcation for that Country, to take Informations, 


and to cauſe cite Parties and Witneſles againſt the firſt Dier of 
of the ſaid i (mans Seſſ. 24. 


Remi Mr. i |  Paſyt Younger to the Pregbytery of Aba 
1hi £ meine date uf 


The Opinion of che Aſſembly, declining to meddle' in ths Petition 
of the Lord.and Lady Crichtoun, as 5b a Matter Civil, and ſo 
not competent to the Afſembly. bid. - *: - | 


Reference in Favours of the Pariſh of Glenlace to the 4 Plecbnery of 


the Bounds, -to'apply for louſing ſome Iriſh Miniſters, as in the 
Caſe of the Burgh of Stranrawer, &Cc. bid. | h 


The Opinion of. the Aſſembly declining to ineddle in.2. cBackiog: of 


the Heritors of..Coltingtonn, as being a matter x Civitand Incompe- 
rent to them. Seſſ. 25. 


Recommendation in Favours of George Maſe -anent ſome 
' Books.  Jhia. 


A& appointing Mr. Gilbert Rate, 1 to write an Anſwer t to ſome 
Pamphlets. 6:4. 


A& for "99 1 the Charges of Miniſters appointed fin Viſitati- 
ons in the North. 76id. 


AQ appointing ſome Miniſters to repair to the Bounds at the Preſ 
by teries of Lochmaban, AMiddlebee, &c. 4bia, 


A& declaring the Sentence of Depoſition and Excommunication 
paſt by the late” pretended Biſhop of Deneve againſt Mr. - 
liam Spence, to be Void and Null. 16:4. 


Letter from the Aſſembly to the Earl of Melvil, Lord Secretary of 
State for Scotlana, Sef, 26, 


A& 


4 HO BEAD. eee 


Ms at 2 — wetted 
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 A& appointing ſome Miniſters and Probationers to repair to the 
North. 46:4. 
AQ appointing ſome Miniſters to the like Effe& with the former. 
id, ; 


Committee for Reviſing the Adts of Aſſembly. Thid, 


Recommendation to the Privy Council, for ſome Charity to Mr. 
William Cameron one of the late Conformiſts. 61a. 


Recommendation to the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and the Synod of 
Louthian and Fiffe, in Favours of Mary Arerhyne, Jbia. 


A& onatng the Synod-Books to be ſent in to the next General 
Aſtembly. 16:4. 


FI 


